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AS WE GATHER

We try to exercise our freedom and planning, but God’s way is always better. It was better for
Abraham and Sarah in the Old Testament Reading and gets Mary’s attention in the Gospel. It
was still taking some time for the new believers of Colossae to fathom that God had done so
much for them in Christ. And when their friends found the treasure of the Gospel, they, too, must

have laughed that God had such gracious plans for them, plans that are always better than they
imagined.

****The Lord's Supper will be celebrated at this service, Communion is offered to Lutheran
members in Altar & Pulpit Fellowship only, we believe based on Scripture and the “Book of
Concord”, (The Lutheran Confessions) that only those who share the same faith and teaching of
Doctrine should Commune together. Acts 2:42, 1 Cor. 10:17, 1 Cor. 11:26 and Rom. 16:17 is
where we find this written, if this is your first time at St. Matthew, and would like to take
Communion, please talk to the Pastor before the service. If you are taking Communion, please fill
out the Communion Registration form. ****

Welcome to all our Members, Guests and Visitors today, if you re a visitor, please
introduce yourself to the pastor after service in the Narthex. We here at St. Matthew pray
that you enjoy your time worshiping with us today.



TLH 36 Now Thank We All Our God
INVOCATION
In the name of the Father and of the " Son and of the Holy Spirit.
Amen.
OPENING SENTENCES
And you, who once were alienated and hostile in mind, doing evil deeds,
Christ has now reconciled in His body of flesh by His death,
in order to present you holy and blameless
and above reproach before Him.
Wait for the LORD; be strong,
and let your heart take courage; wait for the LORD!

CONFESSION AND ABSOLUTION
Let us then confess our sins to God our Father.
Most merciful God, we confess that we are by nature sinful and unclean.
We have sinned against You in thought, word, and deed, by what we
have done and by what we have left undone. We have not loved You
with our whole heart; we have not loved our neighbors as ourselves. We
justly deserve Your present and eternal punishment. For the sake of
Your Son, Jesus Christ, have mercy on us. Forgive us, renew us, and
lead us, so that we may delight in Your will and walk in Your ways to
the glory of Your holy name. Amen.
Almighty God in His mercy has given His Son to die for you and for His
sake forgives you all your sins. As a called and ordained servant of Christ,
and by His authority, I therefore forgive you all your sins in the name of the
Father and of the " Son and of the Holy Spirit.
Amen.
Introit
Your word is a lamp to my feet
and a light to my path.
The LORD is my portion;
I promise to keep your words.
[ entreat your favor with all my heart;



be gracious to me according to your promise.
When I think on my ways,
I turn my feet to your testimonies;
I hasten and do not delay
to keep your commandments.
The earth, O LORD, is full of your steadfast love;
teach me your statutes!

Glory be to the Father and to the Son and to the Holy Ghost; as it was in
the beginning, is now, and ever shall be, world without end. Amen.

KYRIE
Lord have mercy, Christ have Mercy, Lord have mercy

Gloria in Excelsis
Glory be to God on high:
and on earth peace, goodwill toward men. We praise Thee, we bless Thee,
we worship Thee, we glorify Thee, we give thanks to Thee, for Thy great
glory. O Lord God, heav’nly King, God the Father Almighty.
O Lord, the only-begotten Son, Jesus Christ; O Lord God, Lamb of God,
Son of the Father, that takest away the sin of the world, have mercy upon
us. Thou that takest away the sin of the world, receive our prayer. Thou
that sittest at the right hand of God the Father, have mercy upon us. For
Thou only art holy; Thou only art the Lord. Thou only, O Christ, with the
Holy Ghost, art most high in the glory of God the Father. Amen.

PRAYER OF THE DAY
The Lord be with you.
And with thy spirit.
Let us pray.
O Lord, grant us the Spirit to hear Your Word and know the one thing
needful that by Your Word and Spirit we may live according to Your will;



through Jesus Christ, Your Son, our Lord, who lives and reigns with You
and the Holy Spirit, one God, now and forever.
Amen.

First Reading Genesis 18:1-10a

' The LORD appeared to [Abraham] by the oaks of Mamre, as he sat at the
door of his tent in the heat of the day. *He lifted up his eyes and looked, and
behold, three men were standing in front of him. When he saw them, he ran
from the tent door to meet them and bowed himself to the earth *and said,
“O Lord, if I have found favor in your sight, do not pass by your

servant. “Let a little water be brought, and wash your feet, and rest
yourselves under the tree, *while I bring a morsel of bread, that you may
refresh yourselves, and after that you may pass on—since you have come to
your servant.” So they said, “Do as you have said.” “And Abraham went
quickly into the tent to Sarah and said, “Quick! Three seahs of fine flour!
Knead it, and make cakes.” "And Abraham ran to the herd and took a calf,
tender and good, and gave it to a young man, who prepared it quickly. *Then
he took curds and milk and the calf that he had prepared, and set it before
them. And he stood by them under the tree while they ate. *They said to him,
“Where is Sarah your wife?” And he said, “She is in the

tent.” '*The LORD said, “I will surely return to you about this time next year,
and Sarah your wife shall have a son.”

This is the Word of the Lord.

Thanks be to God.

Epistle Colossians 1:21-29

Y ou, who once were alienated and hostile in mind, doing evil deeds, he
has now reconciled in his body of flesh by his death, in order to present you
holy and blameless and above reproach before him, *if indeed you continue
in the faith, stable and steadfast, not shifting from the hope of the gospel that
you heard, which has been proclaimed in all creation under heaven, and of
which I, Paul, became a minister. **Now I rejoice in my sufferings for your
sake, and in my flesh I am filling up what is lacking in Christ’s afflictions



for the sake of his body, that is, the church, 2of which I became a minister
according to the stewardship from God that was given to me for you, to
make the word of God fully known, *°the mystery hidden for ages and
generations but now revealed to his saints. >’ To them God chose to make
known how great among the Gentiles are the riches of the glory of this
mystery, which is Christ in you, the hope of glory. **Him we proclaim,
warning everyone and teaching everyone with all wisdom, that we may
present everyone mature in Christ. *’For this I toil, struggling with all his
energy that he powerfully works within me.

This is the Word of the Lord.

Thanks be to God

Luke 10:38—42

The Holy Gospel according to St. Luke, the tenth chapter

Glory be to Thee, O Lord.

*Now as they went on their way, Jesus entered a village. And a woman
named Martha welcomed him into her house. *And she had a sister called
Mary, who sat at the Lord’s feet and listened to his teaching. **But Martha
was distracted with much serving. And she went up to him and said, “Lord,
do you not care that my sister has left me to serve alone? Tell her then to
help me.” *'But the Lord answered her, “Martha, Martha, you are anxious
and troubled about many things, **but one thing is necessary. Mary has
chosen the good portion, which will not be taken away from her.”

This is the Gospel of the Lord.

Praise be to Thee, O Christ

Nicene Creed
I believe in one God,

the Father Almighty,

maker of heaven and earth

and of all things visible and invisible.
And in one Lord Jesus Christ,

the only-begotten Son of God,



begotten of His Father before all worlds,

God of God, Light of Light,

very God of very God,

begotten, not made,

being of one substance with the Father,

by whom all things were made;

who for us men and for our salvation came down from heaven

and was incarnate by the Holy Spirit of the virgin Mary

and was made man;

and was crucified also for us under Pontius Pilate.

He suffered and was buried.

And the third day He rose again according to the Scriptures

and ascended into heaven

and sits at the right hand of the Father.

And He will come again with glory to judge both the living and
the dead,

whose kingdom will have no end.
And I believe in the Holy Spirit,

the Lord and giver of life,

who proceeds from the Father and the Son,

who with the Father and the Son together is worshiped and
glorified,

who spoke by the prophets.

And I believe in one holy Christian and apostolic Church,

I acknowledge one Baptism for the remission of sins,

and I look for the resurrection of the dead

and the life ¥ of the world to come. Amen.

TLH 465 Christ Is Our Corner Stone
Sermon
Create in me a clean heart, O God, and renew a right spirit within me.
Cast me not away from Thy presence, and take not Thy Holy Spirit from



me. Restore unto me the joy of Thy salvation, and uphold me with Thy free
spirit. Amen.
Offering

Prayer of the Church
Let us join together and go to our gracious God in prayer for all people. For
all who, like Abraham, provide for the needs of strangers and travelers, those
who tend flocks, who raise crops, who distribute food, clothing, and shelter,
who make the bounty of this earth available to one and all, that God would
give them good weather and opportunities to serve the people around them,

For all who do not know the guidance of the Lord, our light and salvation, or
who have not heard the Gospel, as well as all who doubt in the face of
oppression and injustice, who languish alone, who deal with long-term ills,
[especially . . .], or sudden crises, who need to hear again the joyful news,
that God would visit, relieve, console, and re-awaken faith within them,

For all who joyfully carry the news of Christ, those who travel to distant
lands, who speak to their friends and neighbors, who gather others around
them for worship and instruction, that God would strengthen them in their
joyful task,

For all who, like Mary, have chosen the good portion, joining their brothers
and sisters around the world to listen to our Lord, that our gracious God
would enliven their faith and uplift their spirits with His sure, joyful
promises,

Into Your hands we commend ourselves and all for whom we pray, trusting
in Your mercies for the sake of Jesus Christ, Your Son, our Lord.
Amen.
PREFACE
The Lord be with you.
And with your spirit
Lift up your hearts.



We lift them up to the Lord.
Let us give thanks to the Lord our God.
It is right to give Him thanks and praise.

Sanctus
Holy, holy, holy Lord God of Sabaoth; heav’n and earth are full of Thy
glory. Hosanna, hosanna, hosanna in the highest. Blessed is He, blessed is
He, blessed is He that cometh in the name of the Lord. Hosanna, hosanna,
hosanna in the highest.

PRAYER OF THANKSGIVING
We give thanks to You, almighty God, that You have refreshed us through
this salutary gift, and we implore You that of Your mercy You would
strengthen us through the same in faith toward You and in fervent love
toward one another; through Jesus Christ, Your Son, our Lord, who lives and
reigns with You and the Holy Spirit, one God, now and forever.
Amen.

THE WORDS OF OUR LORD
Our Lord Jesus Christ, on the night when He was betrayed, took bread, and
when He had given thanks, He broke it and gave it to the disciples and said:
“Take, eat; this is My *¥ body, which is given for you. This do in
remembrance of Me.” In the same manner also He took the cup when He
had supped, and when He had given thanks, He gave it to them, saying:
“Drink of it, all of you; this cup is the new testament in My ¥ blood, which
is shed for you for the forgiveness of sins. This do, as often as you drink it,
in remembrance of Me.”

PROCLAMATION OF CHRIST
As often as we eat this bread and drink this cup, we proclaim the Lord’s
death until He comes.
Amen. Come, Lord Jesus.
O Lord Jesus Christ, only Son of the Father, in giving us Your body and
blood to eat and to drink, You lead us to remember and confess Your holy



cross and passion, Your blessed death, Your rest in the tomb, Your
resurrection from the dead, Your ascension into heaven, and Your coming
for the final judgment. So remember us in Your kingdom and teach us to

pray:

LORD’S PRAYER
Our Father who art in heaven,
hallowed be Thy name,
Thy kingdom come,
Thy will be done on earth
as it is in heaven;
give us this day our daily bread;
and forgive us our trespasses
as we forgive those
who trespass against us;
and lead us not into temptation,
but deliver us from evil.
For Thine is the kingdom
and the power and the glory
forever and ever. Amen.

PAX DOMINI
The peace of the Lord be with you always.
Amen.

AGNUS DEI

O Christ, Thou Lamb of God, that takest away the sin of the world, have
mercy upon us. O Christ, Thou Lamb of God, that takest away the sin of
the world, have mercy upon us. O Christ, Thou Lamb of God, that takest
away the sin of the world, grant us Thy peace. Amen.

Distribution / TLH 674 Amazing Grace



Nunc Dimittis
Lord, now lettest Thou Thy servant depart in peace according to Thy word,
for mine eyes have seen Thy salvation, which Thou hast prepared before
the face of all people, a light to lighten the Gentiles and the glory of Thy
people Israel. Glory be to the Father and to the Son and to the Holy Ghost;
as it was in the beginning, is now, and ever shall be, world without end.
Amen.

Thanksgiving
O give thanks unto the Lord, for He is good,
and His mercy endureth forever.

POST-COMMUNION THANKSGIVING

Let us pray.
We give thanks to You, almighty God, that You have refreshed us through
this salutary gift, and we implore You that of Your mercy You would
strengthen us through the same in faith toward You and in fervent love
toward one another; through Jesus Christ, Your Son, our Lord, who lives and
reigns with You and the Holy Spirit, one God, now and forever.
Amen.

BENEDICAMUS

Let us bless the Lord.
Thanks be to God.

BENEDICTION
The Lord bless you and keep you.
The Lord make His face shine on you and be gracious to you.
The Lord look upon you with favor and " give you peace.
Amen. Amen. Amen.

TLH 309 O Jesus, Blessed Lord, to Thee



